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US. must forge a post-Cold War peace policy — now

Ry Seyinour Melmon
and John K. Ullmant

NEW YORK
“The Persian Gulf crisis conlains both
the danger of a vasily deslruciive war
and of deruiling 1he development ol
Amarican domeslic and foreign palicy
10 1ake the country beyond the Cold
War. The American peaple, apan from
the political ind corporate managers of
war-making institutions, have a major
stake in supparting a potitical and notn
military reselution of e gulf crisis.
Whal is at issuo is not onty the avoid-
ance ol miajul war == that could be pro-
voked by accident or inlent — by ako
the cliance 10 selin malion the demilita-
rization ufl the American econamy and
the use of a growing peace dividend.
President Bush has disreparded the
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Constitution, law and the elected Con-
giess in his Tasly deployment ol U5,
forces in the Middic East America’s po-
litical and ewrperate cliiels have no
pust-Cold War program for the United
Stales, no inlernal e apart
from wi artuedl fuive, no natio
economic program Apacl frem presiding
over further cconoitic degay al horus,
and 1o policy in tic Middic Enst (hat i
not based uh divect wse of U.S. mmed
force, military proxics, and massive
arms iranslers.

These only prodice more war, maore
instability and less security lor sl poo-
ples involved. Muw, as part of such
counterpraductive and dangerous poli-
cies n the gulll the Unigd States gov-
ernmcnd proposes to rzduce even the
small cuts in militney snending which it
Tadl proposcd.

tvary reason for rejecting Whe faqi
seizure of Kuwait applics equally to re-
Jecting the Cold War policy systen that
armed Irag [or his zpgiession in the
first place. Throughout the long Cotd

War Lhe Soviel:Urtion and {he Uinited
L eollaborati

andl athers, participated In the ammi
uf hiag 10 its present status = ach suj
plier attcmpting U score o miklary 2
political advanlage during the Cold War
contest. This competition in Lurn led 10
toleration of the internal and cxlernal
excesses of Third World regimes like
I thal 1ok advantage of Cold War
rivaliics, "

That is why the puil ©
dealt with nolgnly in its pai
1zxt but also with an eye Lo other poss
ble aitershocks from the Cold War rival
ry. Political and allicd ¢Torts {o s
the gulf ¢risis shiould be designed Lo sela
powerfal precedent for resolving similar
crises. This will require piving nes, nid-
jor strength 1o the United MNalions' dis-
pute-resolving and military peacckeep-
ing instilutions.
hough well cuncealed by top govern-
ment eflleials, there are means for re-
sulvig a sel of Middle East erisis polnls
Ly methads thar aso would further the
task for post-Cotd War rebuilding of
American saciety, 75 well 25 promoting
interational demililanization.

States, with impyrian ¥
France, Brazil, China, West Germany
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A political assembly designed to ad-
«ress the liay-EKuwail issue should ngree
on a set of principles and proczdures
It cou'd be applicd in v ways
for other dispule selilements in the
Middlc Enst andd ¢lsewhere, Those coufd
include territorial demnilitorization,
compensation for affected people, the
phasing in and oul af UM, peacekoep-
ing forces, ete. Cansensus on suck ideas
will make il more feasible o nepotinte
and. exceute Lhe territorial and other
coneessiuog required.

Other Middle East disputes that lead
(hemsedves Lo such an approach include;
Lebanan, with 1s Syrian and [saell oe-
cupitions: [srael, with its West Bank
and Gaza claims for the Palestinians;
(e Gelan Heights, in dispute be!
Syrin and dsrael; the Kurdish terr
far lraq, Turkey and Irmn, wliose papu-
satfons linve been ruthlessiy suppressed.

This approach to the gull crisis wonld
strenglhen the durable dispure-sottling
anl peacekeeping inslituticna of the
Usited Mations, tHere 1he goveinment
of the United States bag a spe
sponsibi By being $500 mifl
arrears in its repular United Nations
payments and by Tailing Lo pay its share

Going bevond the Cold War requires a systematic
approach to inlernationally agreed disarmanent
with pirallel reduction of military budgets. Within
such a framework il beconies possible to damy
down and finally terminate the international raffic

! it Qris.

of UN. peacekerping exponsos, the LTS,
s playrd 2 major part in restricting the
capability of the Unitedd MNations for dis-
pute-resolition shd peacckeeping {asks,
The government of the Uriled Statss,
a5 & by-product of its Jong Cold War
contest, las participated in crealing in
the present govecnment of Irag 2 Frin-
keusteln's menster that kas tun amek,
Therefops o ksy issu is 1he nature of the
U5, pobicy systew thal equips gnvem-
menits 10 carry gul wars of aggrussion,
Going beyer! the Cold War requires
sinitic uppn oach 1o Jnternat]
atnent with paralel re.
duction of military budgets. Within
such a framework it bezomes possible to
damp down nnd Mnally terminate the

a
agreed disar

internationat traffic inarms.

To prepars for international ngree-
mends (ue demilitarizatinn, e govern-
mant of Ihe United States must have a
systetnatic econginio conversion policy.
Liiis will also make possible a serious
peace dividend Tor the cepair of under-
development in the United States, and
fn suppriting U8, aid 10 populations
loo impoverished 1o hebp theihselves.

Americans neel (9 recognize how (he
Sovict coonomy was rnined by the using
up of civifinn induestry in ihe servics of
ils war ceonomy, Thete is n clear signal
for the LLS, from o ve are on the
same tack ol civilian industsial and i
frastructure deeny that is propelled by a
lang-crduring war economy — a few

slations behind the US.S.R. A peace
dividend Jor ceunamic recoastruction is
naw an Awericen responsibilily that we
dare not gyvade whih Fear-mongering
aboul 1he Jrag war machlne. |

The United States has 3 further re-
sponsibility. [ must devalop and imple-
menl a dumeslic 2nergy policy lo make
this country less of an eil plutton and
thereby lets dependent on the imporia-
tion uf pelioleun from the Middl: East
ar any ather place. A competent LS,
policy would be a deliberate eiferl to
make the U.S. vastly mare energy effi-
cient, by melhods that include encrpy
gonservalion and co-geneiation, energy
lrom renewable fuek (like efbiyl aleohol
[comn biomaess and waste paper), dircet

solar enecgy application, and eleetrified’

pultic Imnsporlation.

Americans roust be alezted to the haz-
ardous moral, palitical and cconotnie
consequunces of maintaining a war
cconomy uow dirccled toward aomed
conflict in Third World areas. We
should also be aware of the constructive
and life-serving possi
oblained from lollowing the Cold War
(ot with @ new seb of nlitary adven-
tures, bul with demilitasization and
ecenomic reconstruction.




